
for employment and a place to 
bring her son Liam (18 months 
old at the time).  At JMS both 
she and Liam found a good fit 
and now Liam is a member of 
the Downstairs Children’s 
House.   
 

Both Steffani and Lupita are 
available to parents, children, 
and staff members throughout 
the day.  Steffani can be found 
in the main office, while Lupita’s 
new office is located at the top 
of the Attic Stairs.   

At the beginning of the  
2009-2010 school year a new 
position was created at JMS:  
School Administrator.  The job 
of School Director, held by  
Lupita Alvarez, was split in two, 
allowing Lupita, as Director of 
Education, to spend more time 
supporting teachers & children 
in the classrooms, focusing on 
aspects of the Montessori  
program such as the develop-
ment of the outdoor learning 
environment, staff training, and 
a parent education program; 
advocating for children and 
early childhood education at 
the local and state levels; 
working with state and local 
organizations that serve  
children and families to ensure 
that JMS families can access 
those services should they ever 
need them; and keeping JMS 
fundraising and fund develop-

ment efforts going.  The School 
Administrator is responsible for 
running the day-to-day opera-
tions of the school, including 
creating staff schedules, super-
vising teacher assistants,  
keeping JMS up-to-date with  
licensing regulations, and  
managing the school’s finances.   
 

JMS’s School Administrator, 
Steffani Evans, has been working 
in Early Childhood Education 
for 10 years, the last five of 
which were spent as the  
Director of the Petersburg 
Children’s Center.  Steffani 
holds an Alaska Teacher Certifi-
cation and has also worked as a 
preschool teacher in Wisconsin.  
When Steffani and her family 
moved to Juneau she was  
attracted to the JMS after  
visiting nearly every Early Child-
hood Program in town looking 

 

Senator Dennis Egan and  
Representative Cathy Muñoz 
spent a morning in our class-
rooms observing and visiting 
with some of our children.  
 

“Wow, you have an excellent 
program. All these children 
seem very happy and smart. I 
know how important the early 
years are for children and  

families. Some of my kids’ best 
friends are kids they met in 
preschool,” said Sen. Egan after 
spending some time chatting 
with Zoey.  
 

Rep. Muñoz noted how attrac-
tive and inviting our classrooms 
are, “they are just like a home; 
and the children are calm and    
engaged in meaningful activities.” 

Both legislators praised the 
beauty of our classrooms, the 
respectful manner in which the 
children work on solving their 
own problems, helping each 
other and choosing their own 
work.   
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Juneau Legislators Visit JMS 

The hottest party of the year! 
Saturday FEBRUARY 6 at  

CENTENNIAL HALL  
Dinner 5:30PM  Dance 7:30PM till midnight 

Live Music. Auction & Fun! 



“The secret of good 

teaching is to regard 

the child’s 

intelligence as a 

fertile field in which 

we can sow the seeds 

of learning, which 

will blossom under 

the flaming sun of 

her imagination. “ 

Dr. Maria Montessori 

Parenting Your Young Child  

The first series of parenting 
classes presented by Juneau 
Montessori’s own Sharlyn Smith 
have been very well received by 
both JMS parents and members 
of the community. 
 
JMS opened its doors to the 
larger community in an attempt 
to reach out to Juneau parents 

who, without having their  
children enrolled in our school, 
are interested in learning about 
child development and the 
Montessori philosophy to  
discover ways to best support 
their own children’s path of 
self-construction. 
 
Every parent wants the best for 
their child – a joyful childhood, 
a loving and enriching learning 
experience at home and school; 
and the opportunity to be a 
self-directed, self-motivated, 
productive, responsible citizen, 
and happy adult. However,  
people rarely think about  
preparing themselves to be a 
parent. By the time we have a 
baby in our arms; we begin to 
realize that we know very little 
about how to meet his physical, 
mental, social, emotional and 
spiritual needs. Instinct guides 

us to love our children, but are 
we raising happy, responsible  
children or spoiled brats? Are we 
giving them the opportunity to be 
independent at every step of their 
development, or are we obstacles 
in their path? Are we setting clear 
limits and expectations or are we 
letting them do whatever they 
want, because we think that’s 
what makes them happy around 
us? These and many other issues 
are being discussed during these 
classes.   
 
If you did not have a chance to 
attend, there is a second series 
coming up from February 23 to 
March 23, every Tuesday night 
from 5:30pm to 7:00pm. Childcare 
and a light dinner will be provided.   
 
The upcoming series will focus on 
infants and toddlers, but much of 
the theory applies to young  
children up to age 6. 

With every discovery, 
the child enjoys the 
satisfaction of his  
accomplishments and 
his enthusiasm for 
learning grows  
exponentially.  

Spontaneous Exploration and Discovery 
objects, tools, language, math, 
science, you name it.  
 

Our aim is not to make the 
child understand and still less 
to force her to memorize, 
but to touch her imagination 
as to enthuse her to her  
inner most core.  

Providing the child with just 
enough information so he may 
act independently, gives him the 
opportunity to explore and 
discover on his own how  
everything works:  

Parenting Your 

Young Child  

Second series  

coming up in 2010 

from February 23 to 

March 23, every 

Tuesday from 

5:30pm to 7:00pm.  



 

Outdoor Environment Expansion Plans 
enjoy at the same time.  
 

For the last couple of years, 
teachers, assistants, and children 
have been working on the design 
of an outdoor learning environ-
ment that will give every child the 
opportunity to explore multiple 
disciplines from science and math 
to civics and leadership.   
 

Thanks to landscape architect 
Chris Mertl, we now have a design 
we believe will give children a safe 
haven for discovery, hard work 
and play, as well as a peaceful 
place for reflection. We love it 
and will work on making it a real-
ity. You can see the plan displayed 
on the school’s community bulle-
tin board. It is very ambitious, but 
with your help and support it can 
happen.  This is your opportunity 

In Juneau, we are so lucky to be so 
close to nature; our children can 
experience the beauty of the land-
scape and everything our wonder-
ful rainforest has to offer every day.  
It is, however, one of our goals at 
JMS to bring an even closer hands-
on experience with nature to our 
students; to nurture their creativity 
and imagination, and enrich their 
lives with a beautiful natural  
environment they can care for and 

to comment on this plan, if you 
have ideas or suggestions on how 
to improve it or how we can  
proceed with its construction, or 
who can help us with funding or 
engineering, etc. please let our 
Director of Education, Lupita  
Alvarez know.   

The annual conference for 
Montessori teachers, assistants, 
administrators, and parents 
presented by the Association 
Montessori Internationale is 
focusing this year on the changing 
role of education at a national 
level.  

Policy makers are turning to 
experts in education and 
psychology in their search for 
answers to the nation’s escalating 
educational gaps.  
For over a century, Montessori has 
offered children an education that 
prepares them not only for their 
next level of schooling, but for the 

rest of their 
lives.   
“The joy of 
living, the 
optimism of 
hope, freedom 
and 
independence, 
and love 
among men, 
are the 
spontaneous 
and natural 
consequences 
of education as 
an aide to life;” 
said Dr. Maria 
Montessori in 

“one of our 

goals  is…  

to nurture their 

creativity and 

imagination” 

Montessori on the Edge: Mapping Cohesive Development 

Counting 

one by one 

in multiples 

of three or 

four or ten, 

up to a  

thousand, is 

a common 

event among 

four and five 

year olds at 

JMS 

her presentation “A Whole New 
World and Education.” in Ceylan in 
1942. 
 

As the national focus shifts,  
Montessori is poised to offer a 
cohesive approach to education, 
paying particular attention to the 
educational continuum it offers 
from birth to adolescence.   
 

JMS staff will be attending this  
conference in February over the 
President’s Day Holiday.   



750 St. Ann’s Ave. 

Douglas, AK 99824 

 

Phone: 907-364-3535 

Fax: 907-364-3537 

E-mail: montessori@acsalaska.net 

Education for Life, Education for Peace. 

We’re on the Web! 
www.juneaumontessori.org  
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Thank You to Our Supporters and Contributors  
Champion $1,000 + 
KTOO 
Rainforest Pediatric 
Southeast Medical Clinic 
Richards Family 
Burnham/Lesh Family 
Ellsworth Family 
Polizzotto Family 
 

Patron $500—$999 
Andrea Doll 
Brian Howard 
Byte Networking LLC 
City Center Chiropractic 
Juneau Physical Therapy 
Juneau's Imagination Station 
Juneau Shrine Club 
Kristin Cox 
Lupita Alvarez & Bruce Botelho 
Waste Management 
Dusenberry Family 
Grant-Phillips Family 
Haddock Family 
Howard Family 
Kesey Family 
Kohlhase Family 
Nelson Family 
Neyhart Family 
Matsil Family 
Peimann Family 
Rice Family 
Sowa Family 
 
 
 

Johnson-Ahrensfeld Family 
Homan Family 
Perkins Family 
Hekkers Family 
Maier Family 
Nylen Family 
Field Family 
MacDonald Family 
Aranda-Jackson Family 
Danner Family 
Thomas Family 
PerkinsFamily 
Erben Family 
Laurent Family 
Penn Family 
 

Supporter $100 - $249 
Above and Beyond Alaska LLC 
Antonio Diaz & Heather Haughland 
Del Sol  
Hickok's Trading Co. 
Icy Bay Fisheries 

Jeff Brown 
Mandala Studios  
Marc Mastil and Weld Royal 
Mike Hatch Jeep Sales 
Natural Health Care 
Northwind Architects - Gerald 
Gotschall 
Pie in the Sky 
Silverbow 
Sole Reflection 
Taproot Yoga 
Bakalar-Kirsh Family 
Evans Family 
 

Partner $50 - $99 
Bell Pottery 
Brent Kesey 
Changing Tides Quilting & Needle 
Art 
Inside Passage Midwifery 
Jeremy "Moose" Carillo 
Juneau Bowling Center 
Juneau Dance Unlimited 
Juneau Jazz & Classics 
Michael Murray 
Nicole Dusenberry 
Russel Haight 
Thyes Designs (Juneau Artists Gallery) 
Treadwell Arena 
Araujo Family 
 
 

Friend $25 - $49 
Discovery Southeast 
The Bell House 
University Bookstore 

Advocate $250 - $499 
Adventures in Alaska 
Alaska Avalanche Spec. and Ozone 
Kites 
Andrea Iverson 
Chiropractic First 
Dolphin Jet Boat Tours 
Gastineau Guiding   
Jared Erickson (Dentist) 
Jason Caputo  
Juneau Steamboat Company 
Karla and John Bush 
Kim Elton 
Mount Roberts Tramway 
Murray and Associates 
Olivia's De Mexico 
Paul Grant and Susan Phillips 
Rainforest Naturopathic    Medicine 
Temsco Helicopters 
Kato-Owen Family 
Jozwiak Family 

  Make a Contribution...          
 

to Juneau Montessori 
School when you file 

online for your  
Permanent Fund  

Dividend! 

Pick. 
Click. 
Give. 
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